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Economic Development ςBroad View
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Why Economic Development?
Å Resilience

Å Navigating the impact of economic cycles

Å Sustainability

Å Responding to the changes in economic structure

Å Equity & Opportunity

Å Ensuring that prosperity is equitably distributed, and that small/local/existing businesses 

have opportunity to thrive

What ƛǎ /ƛǘȅΩǎ wƻƭŜΚ
Å Fundamentals

Å Major determinants of prosperity are fundamentals such as infrastructure, and quality of life

Å Regulatory Environment

Å Land use, tax regime, other regulatory considerations

Å Programs/Incentives

Å Efforts to address market imperfections and/or shape the future
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Sustainability/Resilience:Individual industries are subject to trends

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics, CAPCOG
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Sustainability:  Even within an industry, structure changes

Austin MSA Computer Employment
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City of Austin Poverty Rate: 2009 City of Austin Poverty Rate: 2015

Equity & Opportunity
Å Prosperity has not been equitably distributed

Å Local business faces a range of challenges related to costs, capital access, and 

the regulatory environment



Economic Development Context
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Sec. 380.001 Local Government Code

1

LOCAL GOVERNMENT CODE

TITLE 12. PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT

SUBTITLE A. MUNICIPAL PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT

CHAPTER 380. MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS RELATING TO 

MUNICIPAL PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT

Sec. 380.001.  ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS.  (a)  

The governing body of a municipality may establish 

and provide for the administration of one or more 

programs , including programs for making loans and 

grants of public money and providing personnel and 

services of the municipality, to promote state or 

local economic development and to stimulate business 

and commercial activity in the municipality.
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Current Policy and Program Overview
Since 2003, the policy has added 15 resolutions and ordinances.  Examples include:

Á Compliance with MBE/WBE Ordinance for construction and commodity purchases 
(Resolution 20120112-058)

Á ¢ƘƛǊŘ ǇŀǊǘȅ ǾŜǊƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 955Ωǎ ŎƻƳǇƭƛŀƴŎŜ ǊŜǾƛŜǿ όwŜǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴ нллтмнлс-049)
Á Incentives not available for mixed-use development projects having a retail 

component (Ordinance 20090312-005)
Á Increase public review time and formalize use of WebLOCIas Cost/Benefit Analysis 

tool (Ordinance 20091001-011)
Á Intent to locate in high transit development and transportation hubs (Resolution 

20100311-036)
Á Construction worker safety and wage requirements, living wage, health insurance 

for employees and their dependents, including domestic partners (Resolutions 
20080605-047, 20090806-037, and 20131024-056) 

Á Review and possible adjustment related to property tax protests (Resolution 
20141211-221)
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Chapter 380 Current & Potential Scope
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Chapter 380 Revision Resolution 20170302-034
Á Increased community benefits, including, but not limited to:

Á Community benefits identified in the current policy, including the provision of jobs that 
Ǉŀȅ ƴƻ ƭŜǎǎ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ŀŘƻǇǘŜŘ living wage or prevailing wage, domestic partner 
benefits, and other provisions that promote the well-being of workers;

Á Creation of middle-skill jobs-

Á in targeted occupationsidentified by the Community Workforce Master Plan, 

Á support for job training and paid internships or apprenticeships in targeted occupations,

Á located within Imagine Austin Activity Centers, Job Centers, or Activity Corridors in the 
Eastern Crescent

Á or providing better employment opportunities for those in the Eastern Crescent. 

Á Increased employment among populations that are hard to employ;

Á Increased access to goods and services in communities that are traditionally underinvested, 
including, but not limited to, healthy food options in the Eastern Crescent;

Á Increased availability of affordable commercial space for local small businesses, including the 
creative sector;

Á Development of vibrant, mixed-use commercial corridors;

Á Leverage of public investments to improve positive health outcomes for low-income Austinites;

Á Retention of local small business employers struggling to survive and stay in Austin.
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COMMUNITY OUTREACH



Community Outreach Process
Phase 1: Community Conversations 

Goal: Listen: Large scale information collection 

exercise

Phase 2: Stakeholder/Public Survey

Goal: Engage: E-survey focused on sorting 

specific requirements and values

Phase 3: Community Leaders Session

Goal: Prioritize: Prioritize collected feedback and 

engage Eco Dev experts

Phase 4: Stakeholder Presentations

Goal: Validate: Present findings and gauge 

validity, fill gaps
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Phase 1: Community Conversations

Á455 Community Members Invited
(64 CM Recommendations)

Á260 Total Participants 
(165 Unique Attendees)

Á8 Sessions, ~2,500 comments

Engagement Process: June 5 ς8, 2017
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