City of Austin
Commercial Landscape Ordinance
Environmental Criteria Manual, Section 2




The Commercial Landscape Ordinance is a zoning ordinance. The jurisdiction of the
Commercial Landscape Ordinance is only in the city limits of Austin.

There is no landscaping required on commercial site plans outside the city (not
zoned) limits or associated with the development of subdivisions.

Out side the city limits (ETJ) there may be tree preservation criteria that to comply with
and all irrigation criteria is required if you are using City of Austin water.
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The city approved landscape plan is part of the site plan. The site plan
IS a set of drawings that comply with all the criteria the city requires so
that a commercial development may be constructed.
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There is not a typical city approved landscape plan. All sites are different, but
all must comply with the minimum standards set forth in the ordinance. There
are two landscape inspectors in the City of Austin and the city is divided into
two territories, north and south with the dividing line being the river.

BASIC ELEMENTS OF THE LANDSCAPE ORDINANCE

e Street Yard Requirements

« Buffer Requirements

 Shade Requirements

e Plant Selection

e Soll Conditioning and Mulching
* Protection of Landscape Areas
e Irrigation



eStreet Yard Requirements
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SYMBOL _ QUAN. _SI
s T YARD : Regquired Provided UL
. Total Site Area N/A 79,046 _ sf 1o | S
p "9 Total Street—yord Area N/A _59,6B0  ef il
mulching Street—yard /Landscepe (20%) _11,854  of _ 32,388 &f (_55.0 _%) 15
practice, TREES (street—yard) i Provided - _
be) to o 30 914  (Including existing EIUVE'
Fxisting Trees Credit tree credit) L
Lrecring o 2" diameter to 6" diometer c go. x 1 = _30 _ea. 1w
e &" diameter or greater 15 en.x2=_30 eaq. s
% o }riﬂo;bn Proposed Trees (street yard) 0 ea 8 —ea, % 14 Ey‘:
(13- 161, REPLACEMEN 5|
l Reguired caliper inches replaced . |
ESUC]I pﬁﬁh Number & Size of replacement inches total 430 @ 8 EEE’
n, whichever ISLANDS, MEDIANS, OR_PENINSULAS Reguired Provided :;'E
Street—yard orea 338__sf 1,844 sf
pprovad RHU!
ment will not Non street—vard oreg 258 sf 162 sf R
BUFFERING_POINTS Required___325 _  Total Provided__ 540 18 ;‘ ;
SIZE QUANTITY PREFERRED OTHER PROVIDED
Large Trees S S & 9 pts. 0 _pts. __88 __ pts SePl
Small Trees 3 8 9  pts. 0 pts. __ 162 pts, 26 _];E"E
Small Trees L2 0 3___pis. 0 pts. __0  pts 2 H
Large Shrubs 5 GAL. 93 3 pts. 0 pts. __ 279 __pts.
icelnes (A Large Shrubs  ___1 CAL 0 1 pts. 0 _pts. __0 __ pts. LAGE
gd e part of Medium Shrubs __ 5 GAL. 0 3__ _pts. O__pts. __0 _ pts CRA
Small Shrubs ~ ___5 GAL. 0 2__ pts. 0 _pts. _0  pts 24 |3«
pressure Decorative Wall (3 minimum height) _OQ _ If x 3 _0_ pts, g H
ulacturer's Berm (3’ min. @ no < 4 : 1 siope) __ 0 If x 1 0 pts. ILEX
TREE
are 14 ;- ['cl
e turf oreos =
[ |]« L TESESES-SS-S-——— LIJ
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Plant Selecti"en | |
Native and adapted drought tolerant species. ,,..,

1. City of Austin iPreferred Plant List, Appendix N ef
ECM — Developed in 1996, there are some plants on
this list that are néat desirable, but it is a good gwde
Good list of native! trees

2. Grow Green Guide — Excellent guide and /|
reference that a installer can use, however Palms are
not acceptable for use as shade trees on commercial
». Sites and they are included in this publication.




«Soil Conditioning and Mulching

i
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w;-aj -SO|I Condltlonmg and Mulching =

b SN R R TR Y. T RS | TR N NN
A minimum of 3 mches of organlc mulich

shall be added in non-turf areas to the soil
surface after planting. s

A e

%i  Gravel Is not an organic muich. Itis not an &

ghg acceptable mulch to use If you want to
» pass a landscape inspection.




*Protection of Landscape Areas

All landscape areas adjacent to vehicular use
shall be protected with concrete curbs or
equivalent barriers. An equivalent barrier must
be at least six (6) inches in height and anchored
sufficiently to prevent movement.

Asphalt curbs

Railroad Ties (anchored)

Rock or stone curbs (anchored)
Bollards

Wheelstops






elrrigation

An automatic underground irrigation
system that is hydro zoned.

On sites no larger than .5 acre, a hose
attachment within 100 feet of all required
landscape areas.

Must be In place and operational at the
time of final landscape inspection.

Irrigator must provide commercial
checklist.



Commercial Irrigation Inspection Check List

Project Name SP #

Project Address ZIP

Bldg Permit # Irrigation/Plumbing Permit #
As-built plan

Seasonal water schedules & water budget inside controller box
Sticker on controller w/ Irrigator’s contact info. & LI#

' Maintenance checklist in controller or w/ owner

No spray irrigation in areas less than 6" wide

Heads are 6" from the sidewalk, walls, fences, curbs

Master valve installed after backflow prevention device

Hydrozoned 3
VWye strainer installed upstream of below grade DCVA

Proper pressure, not misting - '

it et

No overspray S
Hose bib backflow and isolation valve, if hose bib installed
Rain shut-off device at /4" or soil moisture sensor

ET controller installed
' Brand Model # |

This irrigation system has been designed and installed in accordance with all applicable state and local
laws, ordinances, rules, regulations or orders. [ have tested the system and determined that it has
been installed according to the Irrigation Plan and is properly adjusted for the most efficient

application of water at this time.



e Letter of Concurrence

...must receive a letter, under seal,
from a licensed professional
engineer, architect or landscape
architect, stating that the project has
been implemented in accordance with
the approved plan.
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