
Avoid Weed and FeedAvoid Weed and Feed



Austin-wide Average Nitrate Levels: 
Creeks vs. Springs
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2.8 mg/L is the TCEQ level of concern



To provide homeowners with 
earth-wise gardening solutions 
in order to reduce landscaping 
chemicals in Austin’s 
waterways.

Mission



Components
• Provide fact sheets on 

gardening basics and common 
pest/disease problems

• Distribute at the point of 
purchase

• Offer free training for sales staff



Successes
• Displays at over 50 retailers
• 1.3 million fact sheets 

distributed
• 465,000 web hits last year



Fertilizer Studies/ 
Results

• Statewide recommendation for 
reduced fertilizer application 
rates in environmentally-
sensitive regions

• Working relationships with 
Scotts, Lebanon, Ladybug and 
Purcells



Spread the Word!
• TCEQ has provided fact sheets 

to four Council of Governments
• Under a new EPA grant, TCEQ 

will distribute at least five fact 
sheets to six major Texas 
markets



• Web Enhancement
• Weed Fact Sheet
• Austin Guide to…

Weed and 
Feed 

Materials









Weed & Feed

http://www.ci.austin.tx.us/growgreen/video/local.htm
http://www.ci.austin.tx.us/growgreen/video/national.htm


Weed & Feed

• Materials Distribution
• Pre- and Post-Survey
• Hike to Backdoor Spring

Pilot Neighborhoods



Weed & Feed
Pre-Survey:

• 42% - Sales Staff
• 27% - Grow Green

Q: Where do you get your landscaping advice?

• 35% - Before Rain
• 27% - Water In

Q: When do you fertilize?





Weed & Feed
Post-Survey:

• 21% - TV
• 81% - Neighborhood Mail Out
• 7% - Haven’t Heard

Q: Where have you heard about Avoid Weed and Feed?



85% - Previously Used and Stopped

Weed & Feed
Post-Survey:

• 53% - Never Used Weed and Feed
• 35% - Stopped Using Weed and Feed
• 6% - Still Use Weed and Feed

Q: Tell us about your fertilizing practices?



Why Have We Invited You?

Partnering
creates
market demand




